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Licensing conditions for the use of geographic information products 
and services produced by the IGN and for those co-produced by the 
Autonomous Regions and the Association of Spanish Geographers 
(AGE) within the framework of the National Cartographic System 

 
 
 
This license establishes the conditions of use and access to geographic information products and 
services generated by the General Directorate of the National Geographic Institute of Spain, 
hereinafter IGN, under the Ministry of Development.  Said conditions comply with the provisions of 
Ministerial Order FOM/2807/2015, of December 18, 2015, BOE 2015.12.26, which amends 
Ministerial Order FOM/956/2008 dated March 31, BOE 2008.04.08. 
 
As stated in the aforementioned Ministerial Order FOM/2807/2015, Article 4: "The use of the digital 
geographic information products mentioned in Article 2 will be open and free of charge, provided 
that the origin and ownership of the data is mentioned, within the scope and in the way authorized 
by the corresponding license”. 
 
Therefore, the use of the IGN’s geographic information products and services defined within the 
scope of Order FOM/2807/2015 implies the user’s acceptance of a CC-BY 4.0 license, as defined in: 
 
• http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  
• http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode  

 
Where attribution shall be made as follows: 
 
1. For products, in those cases in which the original digital geographic information is not modified 

or altered, the following general expression must be used: “<product identifier> <date> CC-BY 
4.0 <attribution of producer>”, in which the tags <product identifier>, <date> and <attribution 
of producer> will be replaced by the corresponding values of the table of products, which can 
be found on the website published for this purpose: 

 
http://www.scne.es/productos.html  
 
As in: 

BTN25 2014-2015 CC-BY 4.0 ign.es 
 

This mandatory attribution notice must be displayed in a visible manner along with the data, 
legibly and at the foot of the map, image, presentation or viewing window. In the event of 
manifest and justifiable impossibility, it may be included in lists of layers or services, legends, 
tables of contents or credits, in such a way that the origin and ownership by Spain’s IGN is 
always clear.  

 
 

 

http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2015/12/26/pdfs/BOE-A-2015-14129.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://www.scne.es/productos.html
http://www.ign.es/
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2. For services, in those cases in which the service is used unmodified, the attribution notice to be 
used shall be the one established for the coupled data used in each case and, if there is no 
coupled data, then the formula included in the self-description of the original service, in the 
<AccessConstraints> tag. 

  
3. The following recitals are applicable: 
 

− One.- The <date> can be a range of dates as indicated in the table of products. 
 

− Two.- To complete the attribution of the producer <attribution of producer>, the following may 
be used: the website address, the generic name of the group of producers or any of its variants 
(variant 1, variant 2 ...) listed on the table of products published on the mentioned website. In 
any case, whenever feasible, the text will include a hyperlink to the corresponding website. 

 
− Three.-  For products generated collaboratively by the IGN and the Autonomous Regions and 

those services coupled thereto, if using any of the variants, and if it is a territorial area 
completely contained within an Autonomous Region, the formula under variant 2 shall be 
preferably used, without mentioning any of the other Autonomous Regions. 

 
− Four.-  The general expression "CC-BY 4.0 <attribution of producer> <date>" may be used as 

an abbreviated alternative formula and for justifiable reasons of space or design. 
 
As in: 
 

CC-BY 4.0 scne.es 2010 
 

4. If the licensed user generates a work derived from one or more of the IGN’s products and data 
services, "Work derived from" must be added before the general expression, thereby resulting in 
"Work derived from <product identifier> <date> CC- BY 4.0 <attribution of producer>”, and the 
recitals indicated above will continue to apply. 

 
As in: 

 
Work derived from PNOA 2010-2013 CC-BY scne.es 

 
5. If the user generates a new set of data by modifying the original IGN data, the licensee 

must, in addition to the attribution through the expressions described above, also include 
such expressions in the metadata, if any, specifically in the following metadata elements or 
equivalents: abstract, lineage and AccessConstraints. 

 
6. If the user generates a new web service, by modifying the coupled set of data or the 

original service, the licensee must also incorporate those attribution expressions described 
above into the self-description of the service (GetCapabilities or similar) and in any 

http://www.scne.es/
http://www.scne.es/
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metadata the service may have, specifically in the otherConstraints metadata element (free 
text), in the Abstract or equivalents. 

 
7. In exceptional cases, for justified reasons and prior notification to the CNIG, the parties may 

agree on alternative attribution mechanisms. The user may use IGN’s geographic information 
products and services, with express authorization, without an accompanying visible mention and 
without citing the origin and ownership by the IGN.  

 
8. Any clarification for the granting of this License established within the framework of Order 

FOM / 2807/2015 may be requested by writing to the email address consultation@cnig.es.  
 

This definition of License has been approved by the President of the CNIG in exercise of the 
implementing powers conferred upon him by Ministerial Order FOM/2807/2015, which authorizes 
him to resolve as many questions of a general nature as may arise in its interpretation, according to 
the First Final Provision of said Ministerial Order FOM/2807/2015. 
 

 

mailto:consultation@cnig.es

